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visa or permanent residence to Corina de 
Chalup Turcinovic, the Secretary of State 
shall instruct the proper officer to reduce by 
1, during the current or next following fiscal 
year, the total number of immigrant visas 
that are made available to natives of the 
country of the alien’s birth under section 
203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act or, if applicable, the total number of im-
migrant visas that are made available to na-
tives of the country of the alien’s birth 
under section 202(e) of such Act. 

(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION 
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The 
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of 
Corina de Chalup Turcinovic shall not, by 
virtue of such relationship, be accorded any 
right, privilege, or status under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

KUMI IIZUKA-BARCENA 

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 5243) 
for the relief of Kumi Iizuka-Barcena. 

There being no objection, the Clerk 
read the bill as follows: 

H.R. 5243 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR 
KUMI IIZUKA-BARCENA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Kumi Iizuka- 
Barcena shall be eligible for issuance of an 
immigrant visa or for adjustment of status 
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence upon filing an application 
for issuance of an immigrant visa under sec-
tion 204 of such Act or for adjustment of sta-
tus to lawful permanent resident. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Kumi 
Iizuka-Barcena enters the United States be-
fore the filing deadline specified in sub-
section (c), she shall be considered to have 
entered and remained lawfully and shall, if 
otherwise eligible, be eligible for adjustment 
of status under section 245 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act as of the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall 
apply only if the application for issuance of 
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate 
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant 
visa or permanent residence to Kumi Iizuka- 
Barcena, the Secretary of State shall in-
struct the proper officer to reduce by 1, dur-
ing the current or next following fiscal year, 
the total number of immigrant visas that are 
made available to natives of the country of 
the alien’s birth under section 203(a) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act or, if appli-
cable, the total number of immigrant visas 
that are made available to natives of the 
country of the alien’s birth under section 
202(e) of such Act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

MIKAEL ADRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
FIGUEROA ALVAREZ 

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 2575) 
for the relief of Mikael Adrian Chris-
topher Figueroa Alvarez. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
passed over without prejudice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 30 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HURRICANE GUSTAV’S IMPACT ON 
LOUISIANA 

(Mr. CAZAYOUX asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CAZAYOUX. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Labor Day, Hurricane Gustav 
made landfall in Cocodrie, Louisiana. 
It packed sustained winds of up to 110 
miles per hour and tore across the 
State, uprooting trees and damaging 
property along its way. 

Many across the country watched as 
the levees of New Orleans held. Miracu-
lously and thankfully, they held. As 
the levees held, the media left and did 
not see the vast destruction left behind 
in the Baton Rouge area. It was the 
worst storm to hit the Baton Rouge 
area in its history. Louisiana has many 
people to thank for their efforts in 
helping in this time of great need, the 
first responders, its parish and local of-
ficials, the National Guardsmen and 
women, and the States who sent their 
men and women to Louisiana to help in 
this time of need. 

Since then, Hurricane Ike has hit and 
has reinforced the notion that natural 
disasters and the damages they inflict 
cannot be avoided. We can only hope to 
respond as best as possible to minimize 
that aftereffects. It is our job as Con-
gressmen and women to aid our fellow 
citizens in this time of greatest need. 

Over the next 2 weeks, I urge my col-
leagues to ensure that the victims of 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike are not left 
behind and that we continue to im-
prove the Federal Government’s, and 
particularly FEMA’s, response to nat-
ural disasters. 

f 

DEMOCRATS’ BOGUS ENERGY BILL 
PUNISHES OUR NATION 

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, energy is the number one strategic 

issue facing this Nation. Has the Demo-
cratic Congress done anything credible 
to address it? No. In fact, when they 
do, they drop a bogus bill in the watch-
es of the night and expect everybody to 
swallow it. 

Their bill still blocks over 80 percent 
of offshore drilling and has no credible 
alternatives that are proven, like coal 
to liquid, oil shale, tar sands or nu-
clear. This bill is bad for Kentucky. 
The Democratic leadership has totally 
misled the American people with this 
bogus bill. 

I rise in opposition. This bill pun-
ishes the elderly, working families, our 
schools and all industry in this coun-
try. This bogus measure punishes the 
heartland of America that grows the 
food, produces the goods and creates 
the energy that this Nation runs on. 

I call on all Kentuckians and all 
Americans to stand up and call this 
Democratic-led Congress what it is, 
useless. Vote ‘‘no’’ on their bill. And 
Mr. Speaker, give us a vote on a bill 
that matters, that will change the 
American people and that will help us 
build a future: The American Energy 
Act introduced by Republicans in this 
Congress. 

f 

REMEMBERING ISAAC HAYES 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, the City of Memphis and the 
world lost a great entertainer and hu-
manitarian in Isaac Hayes. Today on 
this House floor, we will pass H. Res. 
1425 memorializing my good friend and 
a great world citizen who was an actor, 
a musician and a humanitarian. 

Isaac Hayes, like Elvis, came to 
Memphis from the rural Midsouth, a 
poor person who was raised in the cot-
ton fields and came to Memphis and 
got his education at Manassas High 
School. Elvis went to Sam Phillips and 
Sun Records. John Lennon said before 
Elvis there was nothing, but after Elvis 
there was Isaac Hayes. Isaac Hayes put 
a new form to music, pretty much cre-
ated hip hop, received Oscars and 
Grammys and produced his signature 
song ‘‘The Theme From Shaft,’’ which 
began a kind of a new genre of music. 

He was a wonderful human being to 
be around. He inspired greatness and 
wrote great songs with his dear friend 
and co-composer, David Porter, ‘‘Hold 
On I’m Comin’ ’’ and other great songs 
by Sam and Dave. ‘‘Black Moses’’ will 
be remembered for years to come. 
We’re fortunate he has come our way 
and lent his talents to the world. We’ll 
miss him. He was my friend. 

f 

THE SHAM ENERGY BILL 
(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
last night at about 9:45, a bill was in-
troduced that we’re going to vote on 
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this morning. It has been in the hopper 
for almost 12 hours now. It has been 
called a sham. It has been called a 
farce. But let me tell you, it’s a bald- 
faced lie to the American people. This 
so-called energy bill is not going to 
produce one drop of oil, not the first 
one. We don’t know all that is in this 
bill because we were just presented it 
last night. 

There are some things that are not in 
this bill, and I can guarantee you there 
is no nuclear energy. We’re not going 
to even be able to drill for oil and gas 
on the Outer Continental Shelf. There 
is no way to stop in this bill the end-
less lawsuits by the radical environ-
mentalists. This is a nonenergy energy 
bill. It’s a lie to the American public. 
It is a cover to try to look like the 
Democratic majority is trying to do 
something. They say they represent 
the poor, the elderly and the under-
privileged. But that is a lie, too, be-
cause the underprivileged and the poor 
are being hammered by increased en-
ergy costs. And we cannot afford to 
continue on this process. 

f 

A NEW DIRECTION ENERGY 
POLICY 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, it is true: The Bush-Cheney energy 
plan has been a giant success, but for 
big oil companies, not the American 
people. America is still addicted to for-
eign oil, and gas prices are through the 
roof. 

It’s time for a new direction in our 
energy policy. This week, House Demo-
crats are bringing up that legislation. I 
was proud to work with a bipartisan 
group of Democrats and Republicans to 
craft a piece of legislation. Many of 
those ideas are incorporated into this 
plan. It invests in renewable energy, 
responsibly increases domestic supply 
by opening up the Outer Continental 
Shelf for drilling and releases oil from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 

One thing it does that is very good, it 
eliminates unnecessary tax breaks and 
subsidies to Big Oil and asks them to 
pay their fair share of royalties so we 
can invest in renewables. 

All Americans, Republicans and 
Democrats, who believe it is time for 
our country to move in a new direction 
towards energy independence should 
join us and move this ball forward. 
This legislation will create millions of 
good-paying American jobs in the re-
newable energy industry, and it will 
begin to break the stranglehold of for-
eign oil over this Nation. 

f 

b 1015 

STOP PLAYING POLITICS WITH 
AMERICA’S ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE 
(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are hurting. They are 
struggling under the weight of record 
gasoline prices, and in that cause Re-
publicans have been fighting for a com-
prehensive energy bill that includes 
more drilling. Three-quarters of Ameri-
cans agree with us. 

Just last week, the drill-nothing 
Democrat Congress announced they are 
going to bring an energy bill to the 
floor that includes more drilling. And 
now they say Republicans have to take 
‘‘yes’’ for an answer. 

Well, I would suggest to my country-
men, Mr. Speaker, that they look at 
the fine print. The drill-nothing Con-
gress has brought a bill that actually 
includes basically drill-nothing provi-
sions. They say ‘‘yes’’ to drilling, but 
not in Alaska, not in the eastern gulf, 
and not within 50 miles. 

They say ‘‘yes’’ to drilling, but 
States can decide, even though they 
get absolutely no revenues for choosing 
to drill. I guess States are going to just 
allow drilling out of the goodness of 
their hearts. 

They say ‘‘yes’’ to drilling, but liti-
gation rules will allow environmental 
lawyers to tie up all leases from the 
very day they are filed. 

I say to my House Democrat col-
leagues from my heart, on behalf of our 
constituents who are struggling under 
record gasoline prices, end this cha-
rade. Stop playing politics with Amer-
ica’s energy independence. Bring us a 
full and fair debate to this floor and 
you will see a bipartisan result. 

f 

CONTRACTOR ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, one 
year ago today, Blackwater contrac-
tors opened fire in Baghdad’s Nisoor 
Square, killing 17 Iraqi civilians. This 
wasn’t the first time private security 
contractors used excessive force. 

It has now been 21 months since the 
Christmas Eve murder in the Green 
Zone, and 31⁄2 years since a Blackwater 
helicopter dropped CS gas on a traffic 
jam in Baghdad. Yet there have been 
no arrests, no charges, no trials and no 
conviction. In fact, the Blackwater 
contractor responsible for the Christ-
mas Eve shooting is now employed as a 
prison guard in Washington State. 

Instead of holding Blackwater ac-
countable for violating the law, last 
April the State Department rewarded 
Blackwater by renewing their billion 
dollar contract. Before we even con-
sider giving Blackwater another penny 
of U.S. taxpayer dollars, we should 
hold private security contractors ac-
countable under the law. 

On the 1-year anniversary, I urge my 
colleagues to cosponsor the Stop 
Outsourcing Security, SOS, Act, H.R. 
4102, to begin phasing out the use of 
private security contractors. The 

longer we wait to fix this problem, the 
worse the situation is going to get, not 
only for Iraqi civilians, but for our 
troops on the ground. 

f 

DO-NOTHING CONGRESS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this is in-
deed the do-nothing Congress. The 
Speaker of the House and the majority 
leader in 2006 made many, many prom-
ises. Among them was to bring down 
the price of gasoline, to have the most 
open Congress in the history of the 
Congress, to have the most bipartisan 
Congress. Every single one of those 
promises has been broken, and broken 
many, many times. 

It is important that the American 
public understand that the Democrats 
are in charge of this Congress. The 
Democrats have the capability of 
bringing up a bill to allow us to vote to 
bring down the price of gasoline. But 
the bill they are going to bring up 
today is bogus, a sham, an illusion, a 
charade. All of those words that have 
been used are appropriate. 

The Democrats are proving that they 
are anti-American energy. Republicans 
are pro-American energy. Republicans 
want to increase the supply. We want 
to increase our efforts at conservation. 
We want to increase alternatives. 

The Democrats are totally out of 
touch with the American people. From 
August 1 until the end of December, 
they plan to work 14 days for the 
American public. 

f 

MCCAIN’S ASSESSMENT OF ECON-
OMY SHOWS HE REALLY IS NOT 
AN EXPERT ON THE ECONOMY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this year Senator MCCAIN said he need-
ed to study up on the economy because 
it was not his strong suit. You can cer-
tainly say that again. Yesterday Sen-
ator MCCAIN once again said, and I am 
quoting now, ‘‘The fundamentals of our 
economy are strong.’’ His comments 
came on a day when the stock market 
fell 500 points, its worst drop in 7 years, 
and Lehman Brothers filed for bank-
ruptcy. 

What fundamentals is Senator 
MCCAIN referring to? It certainly can’t 
be the fundamentals of ensuring more 
Americans have a job. Every moment 
this year, the Bush-McCain economy 
has shed tens of thousands of jobs. To 
date, more than 600,000 jobs have been 
lost. 

Nor can it be the fundamentals of en-
suring that middle-class Americans are 
prospering. Over the last 8 years under 
the Bush-McCain economy, real wages 
have actually fallen by $300, while 
basic necessities like food, gas, health 
care, and education have skyrocketed. 
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